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xgg car Sarmmpler Friends:

As Iwrite this, the ternperature outside is rising, and I hope
that’s a sign spring is on its way...even if Punxsutawney Phil
did see his shadow! Although winter 1s my favorite season,
I'll be glad to see the cold and snow give way to warmth and
green grass. The wintry weather did give me an unexpected
benefil on 22 January—the snow that fell that day and a bad
cold kept me housebound and provided me with a good ex-
cuse to spend several hours freside with hoop and needle in
hand. I hope cach ol you has had a similar opportunity.

Your Exccutive Board met recently and completed a num-
ber of business items for the coming year:

4 Confirmed arrangements for our first two programs/meel-
ings for the year—additional information and reservation
forms are included in this newsletter.

4 Decided on Guild tote bags—see enclosure for additional
wnformation.

¢ Completed arrangements [or a donation 1o Madeirato
thank them for allowing us to use their space for meetings.
Kudos belong to Karen Seitz [or coordinating this, We'll
be it touch later for an inscription to be included ona
brick near “our” tree in the new development.

Continued on page 2

2000 CALENDAR

May 19 — Belsy Stinner Lecture

May 20, 21 — Betsy Stinner Classes

JUNE 9 — Joanne Harvey Lecture/Class

Jung 10, 11 — Joanne Harvey Classes

AucusT — General Meeting

OcToBER 27, 28, 29 — Shaker Village with Rac Iverson

Decemsir — Christmas Party

Stumpwork: Come Back
With Me to Fairyland

Mary-Dick Digges

E:arx" onfess to a love for stumpwork, and you will [ind people
are anything from puzzled to sympathetic. Their disdain may
even rank with the classic British reply from the Royal
School of Needlework to writer/author Muriel Baker: “Dear
Madam: To the best of our knowledge, no one has done
stumpwork for over three hundred years, and we cannot
conceive of why anyone would want to begin now.”

‘Whatis stumpwork? It is a particular [acet of raised and
padded needlework. While it originated on the Continent, it
reached its zenith in seventeenth century England. In it one
finds human figures, which are stitched separately and ap-
plied to an embroidered background. Olien amimals are con-
structed and applied as well, but sometimes these are
stitched directly onto the background.

The presence of human figures is the factor which, in the
minds of many, distinguishes stumpwork from raised and
padded embroidery. In the contemporary attempt at clarifi-
cation of terminology, however, the latter expression is com-
ing into use for both. My own prelerence is to reserve the
term “stumpwork” for embroidery which, while it may step
outside the conlines of the seventeenth century in setting, still
retains the conventions of the work of this period.

One can expect to find the stumpwork background thickly
covered with activity. Country houses, castles, ponds {often
containing the most amazing fish and water creatures, or oc-
casionally even boats), trees, bushes, animals, flowers, fruits,
berries, bugs, and birds are common motifs. Often the
empty spaces between elements will be dotted with spangles,
as if the stitcher was afraid to leave any open areas.

Themes are most often biblical or allegorical, but figures are
generally dressed in seventeenth century costume. Monarchs

Continued on page 8
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MARCH STITCH-INS

MON, MAR 13 -~ DAY STITCH-IN
10 AM - Noon
Madeira Municipal Building

WED, MAR 15 - NIGHT STITCH-IN
7-9PM
Madeira Municipal Building

THURS, MAR 30 - CHALLENGE
7-9PM
Union Township Building

EVERY THURSDAY ~ TOLEDO

APRIL STITCH-INS

MON, APRIL 10} - DAY STITCH-IN
10 AM - Noon
Madeira Municipal Building

WED, APRIL 19 ~ NIGHT STITCH-IN
7-9PM
Madeira Municipal Building

EVERY THURSDAY - TOLEDO

MAY STITCH-INS

MON, MAY 8 - DAY STITCH-IN
10 AM - Noon
Madeira Municipal Building

WED, MAY 17 - NIGHT STITCH-IN
7-9PM
Madeira Municipal Building

EVERY THURSDAY - TOLEDRO

BETSY STINNER

LECTURE

FRIDAY, MAY 19
7-10PM

EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL
BLUE AsH, OHIO

BETSY STINNER

AUTUMNAL SPOT
MOTIF SAMPLER

SATURDAY, MAY 20
9AM - 3 PM

EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL
BLUE AsH, OHIO

BETSY STINNER

SPRING SERENITY
SAMPLER

SUNDAY, MAY 21
9AM -3 PM

EMBASSY SUITES HOTEL
BLUE AsH, OHIO






