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xgmg car Sampler Friends:

Although the year is winding down, Guild activities are not!
The Chiristmas party is just weeks away. Please see the insert
in this newsletter for your reservation form. I hope to see
many ol you there and hope you are working on your orna-
ment for the exchange (mine is nearly finished}.

Many of you have probably heard what a wonder{ul time we
had at our retreat. Shaker Village was an ideal setting for
such a program. Our lodging rooms were comfortable and
made very homey with Shaker furnishings; the meeting room
was spacious and bright; the food was outstanding; and Rae
Iverson conducted a fabulous class, but most of all, we had a
chance to share experiences, camaraderie, and get to know
some faraway Guild members. I made new friends from
Tennessee and Massachusetts and got to know some ol you
better [rom the (ri-state area.

One unexpected benefit of the retreat came 1o us through
the generosity of Rae and Ron Iverson. Some of you may
have heard that Rae offered o bring a trunk show along to
the retreat. I accepted on behall of the attendees, knowing
that none of us can easily resist the opportunity to see and
buy new patterns and accessories. The Iversons very gener-

Continued on page 3

2000 CALENDAR

DEecEMBER 10 — Christmas Party at Golden Lamb
DecEMBER 30 — Demonstration at Muscum Center

2001 CALENDAR

January — Lecture on European Samplers
by Lorraine Mootz

Manrch 2, 3, 4 — Classes with Linda Driskell
ArriL 20, 21, 29 — Classes with Eileen Bennett
JuLy or AucusT — Classes with Margriet Hogue

Signing and Dating Samplers

Barbara Cockerham

.E::gxs the practice of reproducing samplers pamstakingly
stitch by stitch, mistakes and all, has increased over the past
few years, conscientious stitchers, concerned about history
and the place of their work in future history, have begun (o
wrestle with the question of how 1o sign and date their work.

The issue concerns not only stitchers, but historians and col-
lectors as well. MaryJo Johnson, owner of a vast collection
of antique samplers that dates [rom 1653 o 1896, voices
concern over a practice held by many sampler stitchers. The
practice of duplicating as nearly as possible the old sampler,
including placing the name of the original sticcher and the
year in which the piece was first completed, will certainly
lead to questions of authenticity in the distant future, she
feels.

“Ifyou are willing to put someone else’s name on your
needlework, that’s one thing; butin 75 or 100 years when
someone sees it, they will have no way of knowing that it was
stitched in the late 1990s rather than the year you have
stitched on the piece,” Mary Jo stresses. “I think it is fine to
reproduce antique pieces for today’s use, but put your name
and the date on it somewliere and in a place where it shows
when you have the sampler framed.”

“Ilook at the question from a needlewoman’s perspective, as
well as from a collector’s point of view. I don’t want some-
one coming to my house and saying ‘Oh, Phebe Edwards
did this in 1818,” when I did it. I have had people who know
nothing aboul needlework come in, and say “‘Oh, did you do
all these?”

Students ol history say it is fairly certain that most carly sam-
plers were worked by following a pattern: of some sort.
Today’s sampler stitcher might ask what is so different about
using antique samplers as a pattern for work stitched in the
latter half of the twentieth century. Perhaps it is a sense of
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NOV. STITCH-INS

MON, NOV. 18 - DAY STITCH-IN
10 AM - Noon
Madeira Municipal Building

WED, NOV. 15 - NIGHT STITCH-IN
7-9PM
Madeira Municipal Building

TUES, NOV. 28 - CHALLENGE
6:30 - 8:30 PM
West Chester Library

FVERY THURSDAY - TOLEDO

CHRISTMAS PARTY

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10
Noon - 2:30 PM

GOLDEN LAMB RESTAURANT
LEBANON, OHIO

DEMONSTRATION

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 23
12:30 - 4:30 PM
Cincinnati Museum Cenler

Please consider volunteering to work a
two-hour shift.
-

JAN. STITCH-INS

MON, JAN. 8 - DAY STITCH-IN
10 AM - Noon
Madeira Municipal Building

WED, JAN. 17 - NIGHT STITCH-IN
7 -9PM
Madeira Municipal Building

EVERY THURSDAY -~ TOLEDO

JANUARY LECTURE
LORRAINE MOOTZ

A SAMPLING OF
EUROPEAN SAMPLERS

TIME, DATE AND LOCATION
TBA

FEB. STITCH-INS

MON, FEB. 12 - DAY STITCH-IN
10 AM - Noon
Madeira Municipal Building

WED, FEB. 21 - NIGHT STITCH-IN
7-9PM
Madeira Mumicipal Building

EVERY THURSDAY - TOLEDO






